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PREPARE Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you read and study God’s word. 
Read the verses slowly in your favorite translation. Record your insights and answers to 
the following questions.  

• Paul mentioned petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings in verse 1. 
Are they different words for prayer? Or are they distinct types of prayer? 
Explain.  

• For whom were the prayers to be offered (v. 1)? How are people supposed to 
pray (v. 8)? How do these two verses impact your prayer life? 

• Why did Paul specifically urge the church to pray for people in authority? How 
does this serve our country and the church?  

• What is godly living? Use specific Bible verses or biblical principles in your 
answer.   

• What does this passage say about pleasing God? How do you demonstrate this 
in your life?  

• In what way is godly living a great service to our country? How can ungodly 
living do our country harm? 

• Think of a time when someone was a blessing to you. What was the situation? 
In what way were they a blessing? How did it affect your life? 

• Read or watch the news. Are there urgent requests you can add to your prayers 
that could bring tranquility and quiet into volatile, catastrophic, or tragic 
situations? How would the country be blessed if God answered your prayers? 

• What do we learn about our mission from verse 4? What do we learn about 
God? 

• How is our country blessed when we make Jesus known (verses 5-6)? Why is 
this the centerpiece of our entire passage (verses 1-8)? 

• Why was it important for Paul to declare who he was in Christ (verse 7)? Why is 
it important for believers to do the same? How does this serve our country? 


